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Positive Behaviour for Learning is a series of programmes and initiatives being delivered across New Zealand to address behaviour problems  

in schools. Positive Behaviour for Learning is a collaboration between the Ministry of Education and other education sector agencies. 

    Social Learning Theory & Research  

 

• Social learning theory has shown that children learn through 

observing others modelled behaviour 

 

 

• 75-90% learning happens from observing models 

 

 

• This modelling goes on to serve as a guide for later behaviour 

decisions  

 

 

 

. 

 

      



Positive Behaviour for Learning is a series of programmes and initiatives being delivered across New Zealand to address behaviour problems  

in schools. Positive Behaviour for Learning is a collaboration between the Ministry of Education and other education sector agencies. 

    Social Learning Research  

 

• Bandura’s “Bobo Doll” experiment (1961) demonstrated that 

young children would imitate the violent and aggressive actions 

of an adult model. 

 

• Children observed a film in which an adult repeatedly hit a large, 

inflatable balloon doll. After viewing the film clip, children were 

allowed to play in a room with a real Bobo doll just like the one 

they saw in the film 

 

• Bandura found  children were more likely to imitate the adult's 

violent actions when the adult either received no consequences 

or when the adult was actually rewarded for their violent actions. 
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     Providing better environments  
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   What is  wraparound ‘social learning’ 
approach? 

 

     A child’s behaviour is heavily influenced by the interaction with the 
child’s environment and by the reciprocal interaction of systems 
within that environment (Walter & Petr, 2011). 

 

     In the MoE wraparound service, this model is enhanced 

     by incorporating cultural practices and knowledge. 

 

     The intervention logic of a wraparound programme is that it attempts to 
change a negative social context into a pro-social context for the 
young person. 

 

      Wraparound  service delivery processes are delivered within 
normalised settings. It is a ‘planning process and philosophy of 
care’ (Walter & Petr, 2006) Family, school & community. 
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   Four key elements of Wraparound provision: 

 
1. Strengths based perspective.  

 

2.  The planning process is driven by the student’s and 

whānau’s underlying needs.  

 

3. Wraparound is the active and collaborative investment of a 

team approach.  

 

4.   Wraparound is defined by being family determined.  
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   IWS 10 Principles 
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Who is IWS for? 

 

The child/young person has behaviour, social  

and/or learning needs that are 

 

 

  “highly complex and challenging (and may 
have associated intellectual difficulty) and 
requires support at school, at home, and 
in the community.” 
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Who is on an IWS local regional panel ? 

  

• a school principal  

• a Special Education manager 

• an RTLB Cluster Manager 

• a practice advisor 

• an IWS service manager 

• a Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) 

coordinator or manager 
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The IWS local regional panel prioritise in 
order of need 

a. Is there evidence that intensive support is required at school, at 

home, and in the community?  
 

b. Is there evidence the child’s needs have been challenging to 

manage and support over an extended period of time? 

  

c. Is there evidence that the child’s needs are significantly 

impacting on their engagement and participation in the 

classroom, at school, at home, and in the community?  
 

d. Is there evidence that the child’s needs are impacting on their 

family/whānau, school and community?  
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    Local special education services  

 
a. Is there evidence that all available supports that the child is eligible for 

have been fully explored and accessed?  

 

b. Is there evidence that the child/young person’s needs are ongoing 

despite appropriate interventions being planned and implemented? 

  

c. Have local supports been provided for an appropriate length of time to 

fully assess need and begin implementing a programme?  

 

d. If a local service provider has been working with a young person for less 

than 6 months, is it clear a more intensive service is required?  
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    RTLB Referrals to IWS in the last 12 months 

 
– 23 referrals were eligible (met criteria) 

 

– Of those 7 (30%) were prioritised & 16 ( 70%) not prioritised  

 

– 6 RTLB referrals did not meet the criteria 

 

– MoE 116 referrals  26 did not meet the criteria  & of the 

eligible referrals 47( 51%) were prioritised & 46 (49%) not 

prioritised. 

 

– We need more IWS capacity to meet demand! 
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Monitoring and Reporting  IWS Outcomes 
 

 

IWS matches Govt & MOE vision & key directions 

 

 

What are we going to collect & why are we collecting it? 

 

• We are going to record the operations of ‘best practice’ 

 

 

 

• We are going to record the outcomes of the programme goals   

 

 

 

• We are going to show that IWS operates a high fidelity wraparound 
programme  
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NZCER Review 
 

 Education Minister Hekia Parata taken from the review: 

 

“Many students are making significant progress thanks to this service – 

progress that is remarkable in a number of cases.” 

 

 

“This service helps parents and whanau support their young people to work with 

schools and other government agencies. It is changing these students’ 

behaviour from anti-social to pro-social.” 

 

  

      “Almost all the families involved in the study saw the Intensive Wraparound 

Service (IWS) as a major improvement for their children with some describing it 

as a life-saver,” says Ms Parata. (March 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 




